
2. Why did 
the World
go to War?

1. Was the 
Russian 

Revolution a 
‘revolution’?

Pre 20th 

Century 
Tsars

The 
Revolution

Lenin Stalin 4. When did the tide 
turn in World War 

Two?

5. The Holocaust: what was 

it, who did it affect and how 

do we remember?

Was the Russian Revolution a ‘revolution’?
Golden Threads: Change and Continuity / Evidence

6. Was life in Mao’s china an 

aMAOzing experience of 

communism or a fascist regime?

Year 9 Autumn Term 1

Key Word Definition

Democracy
A system of government in which everyone 
votes the leader or party into power. Values 
and rights of individuals are respected and in 
law.

Dictatorship A system of government in which there is one 
leader who controls all forms of life. There are 
no regular elections and if there are, they are 
corrupt.

Communism All property is owned by the community and 
everyone contributes and is looked after by the 
government.

Capitalism Privately owned business; little censorship; 
some more wealthy than others; free voting

Fascism A form of ultra-national government that 
maintains power through violence and terror 
and oppressing minorities.

The Cold War A state of political hostility between the Soviet 
Union and the USA. It was characterised by 
threats, propaganda, and other measures 
short of open warfare.

Freedom of
speech

The power or right to express one's opinions without
censorship, restraint, or legal penalty.

Propaganda Information, especially of a biased or 
misleading nature, used to promote a political 
cause or point of view.

Nuclear 
Weapons

A bomb which uses nuclear energy to cause a 
deadly explosion which creates radioactive 
waste.

Tsar / Tsarina An emperor of Russia.

Duma An early form of Russian government.

You might like to read…

• The Clever Teens Guide to the Russian Revolution by Felix Rhodes
• The Russian Revolution – History Books for Kids Children’s History by Baby 

Professor
• The Tzars Curious Runaways by Robin Scott-Elliot
• Lost Tales – Stories for the Tsars Children by Gleb Botkin, Greg King, Marina

Botkin Schweitzer
• Animal Farm by George Orwell
• 1984 by George Orwell

Key Date Stages of War

1894 Nicholas II becomes Tsar

1905 Bloody Sunday

1917 February Revolution

July 1917 Death of Tsar Nicholas II and Romanov Family

1917 October Revolution results in Lenin leading Russia

1924 Death of Lenin

1928 Stalin becomes leader

Key People

Tsar Ivan the Terrible Tsar Alexander III Tsar Nicholas II

Leon Trotsky Vladimir Lenin Josef Stalin

Tsar 
Nicholas II

Bloody Rasputin
Sunday

3. How did one 
man ruin a 
democracy?



To what extent did Russia change as a result of the revolution?

When assessing change you need to look at how far things have stayed 
the same as well as have changed between the two time periods – what 
changed and what continued?

In History we PETAL our paragraphs.
Point, Evidence, This meant that, As a result, Link to the question.

And we SPEND our evidence.
Statistics, Places, Events, Names, Dates. 

Map of Pre 20th Century Russia

PETAL paragraph
To an extent politics did change from Tsarist Russia to Communist Russia is… An 
example of this can be seen…
This meant that…
As a result…
Therefore, one way in which politics changed was…

However, there were also some continuities such as… 
An example of this is…
This meant that…
As a result…
Therefore, one way in which politics continued was…

The Dumas Rasputin

Timeline
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